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a grazing tax. And I understand that under a fatwa1 from these
ministers innocent cows have been torn from their calves and
consigned to the pounds, where they have not even grass and
water to eat and drink. What are we to do in the face of these
repressive measures, not only at the hands of English administrators,
but also at the hands of the so-called responsible ministers ? Are
we to answer to these repressions with violence ? The result in that
case, we know, is certain* We know that the result of any violence
done by the people who are under an oath not to do violence, is
certain destruction. If you want to secure the release of Maulana
Mahomed AH, if you want to secure the release of those innocent
cows, if you want to avoid the repetition of the humiliations that
are being imposed upon our countrymen in Malabar, in the name
of law, order and peace, if you want to resist the pressure that is
being put upon our gallant countrymen in Ghirala and Perala, the
only remedy before you is complete observance of non-violence.
The self-respect of the nation demands that the only way to secure
the release of Maulana Mahomed Ali and all those who may be
unlawfully imprisoned by this Government is to establish swaraj
and for the first parliament of swaraj to pass the first measure of
discharge of these innocent prisoners with becoming honours. We
must ask for no quarter from this Government; and we must
expect none. We must challenge the Government to do its worst
and before it yields to the expressed will of a determined people,
we must expect that Government to take up the challenge and
answer it in the only manner in which a tyrannical and insolent
Government can answer.
But I want you to turn the searchlight inward. What shall
we do then to attain swaraj during this very year? I can present
my countrymen with no other programme but the well-tried pro-
gramme of non-violence, Hindu-Muslim unity and swadeshi. Our
non-violence and our attachment to Hindu-Muslim unity must be
expressed through swadeshi. It grieves me to find, therefore, in
this audience so very few people expressing the swadeshi spirit on
their own persons; and when I see Begum Mahomed Ali Sahiba
and when I see my sisters in front of me, my heart breaks. Begum
Sahiba is as gently brought up as those sisters of mine. But she is
not ashamed, on the contrary, she takes pride in wearing heavy
khaddar. And if you, my dear sisters, have followed the trend of
my remarks, I hope that you will change your heart tomorrow,
and throw away your foreign silks and foreign fineries and dress
1 Decree of a